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1W ; 14 Charles Lane |
‘ New York, N.Y. 10014
(‘\ November 14, 1972

TO MEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE

Dear Comrades,

Enclosed is an exchange of correspondence and a re-
lated document between Comrades Lobato and Matson, and
myself.

Comradely,
52;6v~t:7

Barry Sheppard
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14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

November 14, 1972

OAKLAND-BERKELEY

Dear Comrades Lobato and Matson,

At its 1951 convention, the party unanimously adopted
the following motion concerning party-youth relations:

"Despite possible variations in formal party-youth
relations at given stages of objective development, as in
all other areas of party activity, party members in the
youth organization remain subject at all times to Article
VIII, Section 1, of the Party Comstitution which states:
'All decisions of the governing bodies of the Party are
binding upon the members and subordinate bodies of the

Party.'"

The document, which you enclosed with your letter
dated November 5, 1972, which you indicate is your "con-
tribution to the 1972 Young Socialist Alliance convention,"
contains a line contrary to the line decided by the party
at its 1971 convention.

For your information, the party National Committee
has made no decision to permit party members to take posi-
tions contrary to the line decided by the party into the
YSA, an independent organization. The proper place and A
time for you to raise your views will be during the next ,
preconvention discussion period in the party. I am returning
your document to you. :

Comradely,

Barry Sheppard
National Orghnization Secretary
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JSoczaIAOt Alllance convuntlon.‘ As Comrade BarrJ Sheppard made clcar au‘thc

the'SWP.ﬁ Thia haa been relterated by the 1ocal Party and YSA 4eadership




The Current Redicelizsticn and 4he Tasks of the Young oociullst Alliaence

‘ J Submitted byt Mark Lobato and Cathy Maﬁson
| | Oakland/Berkeley YSA

Once?again our organization tekes upon itself the enormous task of exemining

i

'r7vthe world and domestlc cond1t¢ons to determine how we may best extend the inter-

Qat;onal struggle for state power by tho working class and concowltant with this

m"goalaihow to best aid in the bulldlnv of the revolutionary w0rkers psrty. The

llect1Ve knowledge and exPerience of our membershlp is reguired in the wrltzng

f documents, in: discu381ons and at the convention so that we may come to a better

understanding of capltallat soclety and how to overthrcw the existing order in favor

of a;workers state and Soclallst horth Amerlca.

= The "Youth“ Radicalzzatlon

~Before we analvze the r00ts of the student movament it w°u1d bthelpfuluto

Youth is not confzned to studentsl

Students are.youth who go to

ca‘bagory. :

the workers price for not making a revolution) In the early aixties the civil

white students.‘

At the geme. t1me, a narrawer layer of more political students and




American workin; class end by the intermetional proleterian revolution.' That the

: politice lization unfolded with studenis and intellectuals coming to the fore in the
beginnir : stages should surprise no one with an understending of the laws of motion
in capi’.list society. After a period of reaction, intellectuals who are leas

'éugéptil_e to coercion end more giving to critical thought would be émong the first,

even on - wide .cale, to question and denounce the policies of the capitalist rulera.;

Abc re all Llse, it has been the revolutiorary war waged by the Vietnsmeae to end

t:rvention and remove the Salgon clique, that has repeatedly brought hundreda J

Axnda of students into the streets in protest of the 1mperialist war.f Theq

1ovement (unorganiZed and amorphous) contlnued to grow among the un1Veraity

With:m the “radicalizatian on

students wh‘ ex1st in a simllar poaition in society.

‘ potsntial existed. Thia effervescent mood OVerflowed

comrades seelng atudents‘in of themeelves as a revolutiona"

A more sophisticated version sawisvudents as the leading e”mponent of

movement encompaseing all the .oppressed" ”,This type of thinklng leaves‘the real

motor folce of revolutlonary chan~e-~ the wcrklng claas - relegated to a position of

qn of many oppressed groups. makzng the socialist revolutlon., For us, there c&n be



3

no question that the American proletariat will carry through the.socielist revolutionf

’and in so d01ng begln to solve the social problems of oppressed gocnal groups auch as

women and natlonal ‘minorities.

For the antlwar student the desire of "Peace Now" was an expre531on of their .

- moral 1nd1gnat10n over the U.3. proyagated slaughter in Vietnan. However, the student

movement was not a slngle issue moverent. Coalescing W1th1n the movement was a
h1gh1y polltlcal layer thet looked beyond the boundaries of the un1Versity or the

' iﬂsue Of Vletnam. This leyer temporerlly 1inked 1tse1f with the Black student grousz”

’as t(e wlnter of 1968~ 69 saw the strug le for black stvdles sPread acrose the count

The strugele was ghort~11ved because of the lack of wide eupport by the white studenta o

and:on v;rtually a11 unlver51t1es the emall number of Bleck students and thelr general

isolation from the BlacL community. A second important current that arose around

was a grOW1ng 1nterest in- the workers struggles.yb

:esident Nixon.

hay 1970 - November 1972: Lull or Decline?
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”iiinto:thefhalls of Congrcss, the most advenced antiwar activists were directing the

"masaes of students, with their message, to the workers (often "4o the community").

There was en ‘intense feeling that " if the workers would join Ls,'we'll not only end -

"the war, but turn_Amerlca on its head as the workers and students did only £wo vears

ago in France. Yet, deep contrsdictions were imbeded in this upeurge reflected in>3“’”

the remarks of one activist who declared, ." What we must do is tear the svstem doWn f'g

_and then elect some Democrats respon31ve to our demendsl "

Howaver, there wa.s v1rtua11y no response on the part of workers.‘~Without the“
1nvolvament of the class, the p0831bllity of endlna the war most fhvorably for the
world revolutlon (no conc9551ons wrought from the Vletnamese) had to go unrealized.A‘

This mighty aoclal contrad;ctmon of a social layer in motion, unable to achieve 1ta

goals and the class that could remalnlng passive, hurled the. student movement from

1ts’helghte down 1nto 1ts present lull. The May 1970 strlke had as one of its

oonsequencea the acceleratlon of a consclous feeling of powerleasness which waa

beginning to permeate the student movement.‘e

proqpect of action that could br;ng about their goals.\ Hadn'

the explosion of Mayl Weren't the workera cont;nu:ng “busineea as usuél"? Wha

ge could;be done? The lack of deoislve social weight of etudents to oring ebout

fundamental?soclal change could be expressed 1n two forms. A revolutinary:xoneciou'

ees would'eXplain the tremendously important role 8 maas etudent moVement oould 1a
a ouelng the workers and GIs, exolalning to them the imperialist natura of the war,

the war was not in thelr interests, llnking the war with thelr own demanda, and

that they were duty bound to come out in actlve oppos1tion to the war. But a student
movement that saw power. lylnv on the’ campuaes ‘and reatricted their movement to the

eampusee could not "Bring All the Troopa Home Nowl“ With overlnflated hopes that

stuoents themselves could end the war and the qeavy leglons of" the working class too

long delayed entry 1noo battle, eucn a moverent had to‘decline.,‘



!:i‘ ~‘ | The year 1970~Ti'was one of doeoralization‘and confusione Xanv students

- dnitdelly ?bstainod from poiitics "waiting to ses vhet would beppen™. The waiting
:,deéeneroeed into epathy and eoon relizion, occultisz, music and any.octher oicise was
;used to asoape political re soon51bilety. 7

No@

B K—-—— o'ay oplv a runp student onemezt indeperdent of the bourgeois politiciens

Py

*;remanus. The antlwa” activit of }aJ 1¢7 were explosions of'a movement'in decline.

&:It is nct slmPly that studcnus are preoccupled with the elections, or have GI(CtDral

yillu51ons, but the polltlcal’v active students are worklng for the bourreois candidatee

&nd exPect one of the two to solve the maJQr social problema, above all the war‘in

ot&on but at thie tmme can not deeielvely stop the trend.;

;,et it‘not be sald that the 1ndependent student movement ie_dead

ot hide either that 1t is in decline end the thin layer of redicale,remaining ars

eooming11ncreaslng1y 1solated. -The student movement will be revived by the radical-

in'*hlgh school students, but not on. the old basie.‘ We can hope for a revereal,in

th present decline and increased prospects for revolutionaries in the riae of the‘



o’rkera' . 3tmggles.~ Jo metter on what basis the student movement shall r:.se acrain :

1t Wlll be our job "to explain to the mass of 'academlc' protesters the objective

meani;g of,the conflict, to try and make 1t consciously polltlcal to multiply ten—

fold the agltation carried on by the Soc1a1~Democrat1c groupa of’ atudents, and to

-direct all this aotivlty in such a way that revolutionary conclusions will be drawn

oés and that,our slogans... should once agaln become & subJect of dlscu391ons and the;'

(Lenln, Yougg Socialiat,

touohstono of political conoentrgtion’for fresh generations."




Over the past couole of years the bourgecisie has fortified its position with

1 o
”extended<use‘of all the tentacles of power. Congress has discussed various bills to"

fstrengthen exlstlng anti-labor laws, has issued injunctions against rail workera and_7, 

"the longshore strzke end haa endorsed wage contols. In. Californda 8- proposltlon is

eing propoaed in the bovember electlon that would legally ellmlnate “the right of

fann WOrkers to strlke-, The Natlonal Guard had its fiirst 1esson 1n strlke breaklng }

‘ he 1970 postal strlke. In addltlon, Nixon was recently sponsorlng extenBLVe ant'

ﬁrzke 1egielat10n in the transportatlon fleld before the T=amstnr offlcialdom backb

,him.for president.; The courts have done tholr part by 1ssu1ng strike and picket

’junctlons in local strikes, and flnlng and J&lllng mzlltant strlkers. Flnally, the

'lice, who have been heaV1ly anmed and rece1Ved practlcal riot“ tra1n1ng apainst

The next step is attevoted direct Tegulation of the union movement.

To help carry out the class enemy's economic and politlcal program the labor -

bureaucracy 1s prepar.d to apply all the techrlques of class collaboration and




,;'betradal.‘ The stru;gle for socialism necessitates tearing the unlonu out of tme ?H

: Jtate apparatus, purolng them of tbe labor 11@utenants of. capital and wering them'

,_tlnto weapéna of revolutlonary class ‘warfare. ﬂe can no longer abstaln from the

;hardshlps nd battles the class, w1th worklng routh in the fore, will be facingfinf

fgthe 1mmediate future.

The WOrklng 1ass and Mlddle Class oectar1anlsm,

"An inten51flcat*on of the e?nloitetlon of labor," part,cular a’speed~up

Thls s“eed—up has led to a work rhythm tha‘

cless in- certaln flelds.’

mass~mbvements . 'Or as the document PXﬁresscs ‘one vnrlatlona «sepower lies



fuln tnv motilize tion o7 massee of jeoples (pe 13)  The only rovolutiorary class

in rodurr socletynuth: prole.arlab--ls rclegated to 8 contirgent i1 ihe
; movemcnth ! Buy we o uo*h frow theory and the nistory of the workersg!
jmovement%that to seize state power (an'q talk of eny other type of "sower" ig

;hothing but confusionisr), more is needed thon a "mobilization of masses of

.{people. " The wmasses reguire e resolute leadership which is ermed with the

_program of revolutlonarj Maerxism end the will to struggle toward armed 1nsvrreculon.'

tIf the mass . movementa in Francé ard Spain in tha thirties heve taught us nothlng

urties. New and fresh forces have replen1shed the ranks of the class, whlch are not

relgoiné beyond those of only a. few years ago. Oonstruction workera demanding "Jbbs

’eedup.; This is an elemental ovement for aspects of workers contol and strikes atip‘

: ahould as Trotskylsts, become a par of this process, Learn from 1t and help



tackse

direct and educate the workers' movement as to its historical

The follow1ng slogans will of course undergo chenges as we come into contact

\

with youmg m111tants and as the rcal class stiruggle unfolds:

immedlate and Unconditional Withdrawal of All U.38. Forces from S. E. Asia

’ End‘A1lAbntto1s on Wages and Unions

Zqual Pay for Equal VWoxk

Jobs For All, 32 hrse. Work—AAO hrs. Pay

Workers' Control of Industry (veto over 1nvestment, 1ine apeed, closure of»

planta,*etc., no responsibillty for malntdﬁng proflts)

| ’r denied:th1s right. Every worker f&ceavthis poasibilit"

devours any galn in too short‘a per1od. We must drive home that the economic st

.ﬁigﬁakea- We put forward this*contribution not as a counter—resolutzon,‘but_to he}p




;strengthen the Marxist appralsal of events by comrades.

-1- Seeklng to penetrate the future development of class con801ousness the NEC

n

:urovides us_ w1th the following? The politicalization and radicalization of +the

‘worklng 31&98 w111ube the combined result of both the sharpenlnr struggle around

i

’ economic queatlona and the issues raised so far in the radicalization." (p.10) Nothlng

o could be fhrther from r@ullty, nothlng could be more dangerous. 1f believcd for our

To datc the masa movements" have largely ra;sed only democratlc demands.

oeeias our task the "bulldlng of the mass movements as it is posed by the NEO /

call for rallyzng the wasses to the banner of Democracy, not Socialiem.i Any rea1 

»L s

; program the work ng masses will be defeated.‘

ate and uncond1t1onal withdrawalu— a defeatiat slogan. Finally, there.can be
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present perlod on the basis of & democratic program (the program of Soc1a1 Democracy).

It is @ mistake for comrades to counterpose the "Red University" tatic to directly

o

reachlnc working youthe Inherent within the catic of the "Red Unlversity" is a*large‘v‘

!

‘gscale mobilization of studenis on a partial or national scope. The concept was con~ .. .

t"ceived of in struggle as & means to break down the isolation of students from the

f e

% : ' . ca s . e . : .
R working masses. The mistake is compounded when it is raised as an immediate prospect.

1forfour work, with the student movement in a deep lull.

iviledged p031tion in soclety. Without a correct apprec1ation of the aocial welght'“

. The most 91gn1ficant of

Iratudents, we w111 make such unbalanced statementa ast

tha imperxalists tactical retreat on. the uae of ground troops._ However, the,debenmhx

wonﬁon’the grOund. The Vletnamese workera and peasants hav wrough

&

vworying with‘antluar and GIs hlghlighted. The‘Anmy ia of’crucial importance in 4

"g ‘contola and other economlc 1ssuea—L &M ) will. be found among high sch001 

llege students." (p.10—11) Abstentlonlsm cen produce some profuoudlv w11d &elu~

"“ionsl ﬂithln the past yeer there has been a demonstratlon of 1, OO areo—space

workexs (some wolklng off the JOb) 1n San Francisco. The meatcutters union staged
rikes’across the country directzd agalnst the Pav Board ard strlkee 1nc1ud1 g the:?

owerful miners and longshore have successfully exceeded the limits of the vage



gpntrols.

Wl n a roallstlc eye we can discern that the student 1uil is wore profyﬁnd

s

',£han,electora1 illusions.. The 1lvll is rooted in the sociesl composition of the

atﬁdeﬁf mbvement. No middle cless wovement indeperndent of the workine class in

advarced industrial country hz: been able to sustein itself wore than tenp-

orarlly. The social contridiction of e movement unable to achieve its goals, and

wrought the present.lull{

fthe class that could remalnlng polltlcally pasalve, has

FYSAers have been in the forefront of the effort to spread femlnlst

In order to attract the ? largest possible numbers ‘we go over to

Femlnlsm represents the 1deology of the mlddle class. It poses that

;Wbrld soc1 113t revolutlon Lhat ...the stakes 1rcreased a ;Vietnam more and

x

f”olutlon on a worla 90°1e (p 5) The'rovolutionary;

A




JUREE
lncluding mllltary 1‘tervent¢on, interwoven with the otrugﬁle agalnst the old

A‘land relatlors and ths domestic rulcrs who sought to preserve the. exr101tut¢ve 3061a1‘

frplatlons. Contrary +o the NEZC'. resolution, as the Vietnamese engaped in a,life‘1 

fand death battle with the U.Se,y the war more and more became & conflict between

VU.S. 1mpcr1a1ism end the workers states. It was not untll 1965, promted by Johnson 8 “fli

}escqlatlon, that the DRV introduccd ground troops whlch were latnr to assume tha
jbrunt of the fighting. Negotiations also reveal the oredominance of the DRV -
:Vls*ﬁ-?ls the hLF. The flértln_ in the South tekes on the character of defense of |

JEF TN ,€~¥

;the workers state. The reSIStche could not have been sustalned w1thou* as31stance "

vfromithe_U.S.S R} and the Peoples Republlc of China..

peas&nte ia U.S. 1mperialism. The role of Noscow/?eklng wlth its shift from halfh,

w77 of the DRV sy
! hb%rﬁﬂd Buccorernmo a well wisher of Nzxon hag added pressure on the Vletnameae.'”"’

"NEQ rcaolution retera only to 1ts

taliniat background“

It is the hlghest duty,fo‘

rahafbxmatQQn‘from a Stallniat party. When did thia change take place? What ars the’

and Ppeaceful coexlstence with world imperialism, hallmarks of Stalinism. These are

defendlng‘its social baais of existence, a deformed workers state. A aettlement coul

be req hed detr;mental to the workers' 1nterest if the DRY 1caders feel it’ offera :

de_ gte protection for Korth Vietram and thelr countsrperts in the PRG, that isi
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peaceful coexistence » & coalition govcrnment, withdrawel of U.S. troops and

Bdcialism‘ in the Northe 4 hezlthy workers state caerinot be crested in Vietnam

‘under the present leaderchipe. If a cease-fire were negotiated with the existing : ..

rﬁihtion;of forces, & coalition zovernment would give way to & deforwed workers

stqté;fthoﬁgh it masy be some time before such an oVerturn came about. The revolutioniﬁ

can bést be guarded and extended by a truly proletariaﬁ irternationalist Ieaderghip,

fThe best Lrounds for such a Trotskyist party to arise in Vletnam would be with the

mil tary victory of the DFV;NLF. We must aid in every posalble way the victch of

£the uorkore,and peasanta movement. Negotlatlons or not, in the U.S, we recognlze

Cbnclusionx A Cr1518 of Leadersh;g

"tvtradeiunion consclousness L

creates a magor revoiution&ry potentia onac h

even if thj;s 1mp1101t1y meens Gommunist “iake

in ‘the South.. To cuestlon V.8 rule abroad is to begln to ouestlon 1ts rule

home . 'Thé innumerable threadec that bind these two issues~—Vietnam‘and thp ecqnamyfya



 jrevPa1s more and more to every thinking worker the indissolvable bond betwcen their
:‘struggle and that of tle Vietnamese.

The fact th&t Trotsky wrote that " The world politicel 81tuat10n as a whole ia

‘We must feel this "historical crisis"

'caﬂ be- quoted by anyonel _to our bones or wel‘i

i11 contently remain on th° sidelines of the huge cTass battles to come. One weék :

‘“the country. We can only add that in these Lordstowns there are tens of thousanda

lcommunlst Partthoung Workers Liberatlon League and the labor skates. We can think




